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 Ray Cooney - Theydonõs Man of Mirth 

You may not be aware that Theydon Bois is the long-time home of the most successful English 

playwright since Shakespeare! Village News recently met Ray Cooney in the beautiful house 

which has been home to Ray and his wife, Linda for 51 years.   

Ray Cooney has been making people laugh for much of his 82 years on this planet in a myriad 

of roles whether it be as actor, director, playwright, producer, and screenwriter or theatre owner. 

He is internationally recognised as the finest living writer of the form of theatre known as 

óFarceô and many actors have benefited from his writing genius and influence as well as actor/

director.  He has been described as a óNational Treasureô by one of the most demanding of 

Theatre critics.   Rayôs plays with cheeky titles such as Run For Your Wife, Not Now, Darling 

and Why Not Stay For Breakfast have been staged worldwide and translated into 40 foreign 

languages including Chinese, Japanese and Russian.  It is estimated that over 100 million tickets 

have been sold throughout the world for Ray Cooney plays. 
 

When talking to Ray it is clear that he is a great philanthropist with a very kind heart and he and 

Linda are active supporters of many and varied charitable causes.  In 2005 Ray was made an 

officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in recognition of his services to drama. 
 

How did you get into acting and why did you decide to write farces? - From the age of ten 

all I wanted was to be was Marlon Brando or Laurence Olivier.  In the 1940ôs you could leave 

school at 14 so I persuaded my parents to let me get out on my 14th birthday.  I have never 

looked back! I therefore began my theatrical career as a boy actor, appearing in Song of Norway 

in 1946.  I served my apprenticeship by playing in various repertory companies around the UK 

before joining Brian Rixôs company at the Whitehall Theatre in 1956.  I guess this was the style 

of play I was appearing in at the time, and because it appealed to the kind of crazy mind I have. 
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 Ray Cooney - Theydonõs Man of Mirth (continued) 

What has been the 

highlight of your career? 

- Itôs difficult to pinpoint 

any one thing, but seeing 

the plays translated into 

many languages and 

staged across the globe has 

been wonderful. Probably 

my most successful play 

has been Run For Your 

Wife which ran for nine 

years in the West End, has 

been translated into 35 

languages and been 

performed all over the 

world. However, each play 

is the most enjoyable when 

it is your baby! Another high point was a collaboration with my son, Michael titled Tom Dick 

and Harry.  The amazing thing was that we spent six months six thousand miles apart with the 

pair of us emailing the rewrites, we never actually met to discuss it! 
 

Have any of your plays been made into movies? - In 2013 Run 

For Your Wife had its world premiere in Leicester Square and has 

now come out on DVD. I asked lots of chums who I had worked with 

over the past 60 years to play a cameo role.  They all agreed and so 

the film has appearances by Judi Dench, Cliff Richard, Danny Dyer, 

Neil Morrissey and Denise Van Outen.   
 

What makes you laugh? - I donôt watch much TV but enjoyed 

Ricky Gervaisô The Office which I thought was very funny. 
 

How long have you lived in the Village and what brought you to 

the area? What do you like about your home? - Linda and I 

married in 1962 and were looking for a base equidistant between our 

respective families.  Our home here fitted the bill and we fell in love 

with it.  The great thing is that the garden in particular is a continuing project which keeps 

developing.  Every year I try to take the month of May off to progress garden projects. 
 

Who is family? - Wife Linda, sons Danny (who lives in Australia) and Michael (a 

screenwriter who lives in LA), and four grandchildren.  Also, five rescue cats who have chosen 

(wisely!) to move in and make their home here. 
 

Are you involved in the village & has the area changed since you moved here?  - Linda is 

exhibiting her work at the Theydon Art Show in the Village Hall.  We support Theydon Bois 

Donkey Derby every year, and also open our garden for the annual Open Gardens. There have 

been changes of course but essentially no, living in the village and being part of the community 

still gives one a cosy feeling and a real sense of belonging. 

In spite of Rayõs banter, Sally manages to take notes for Village News 
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Parish Council Chairmanõs Report  
 

This is the last column of the Council's year. By the time that you read this, we will have 

had both our annual Parish Meeting and then the annual Parish Council. There may have been 

some changes in our committees, but I will have announced the next Theydon Bois Villager of 

the year. I hope that we will have seen many of you at these opportunities for a review of what 

has happened in the past year,  
 

Since the last time, we, as a Parish Council, have made a couple of key decisions.  Firstly, I 

know that many of you have concerns about the parking on The Green at the junction of Chapel 

Road and Loughton Lane. We got the North Essex Parking Partnership down to do an 

assessment; their view was that the area did not justify parking enforcement measures.  We felt, 

as many of you have told us, that the situation was significantly worse than that and required 

action. We have decided that we will put up to Ã5000 of Council money towards getting lines 

put in to improve the safety of that junction. We do not, as yet, have any information about 

scheduling of that action, but we will continue to press for progress and will keep you updated 

with what is happening.  
 

The second key decision we made was to request Epping Forest District Council to classify 

Theydon Bois as a Neighbourhood Area for the purposes of creating a Neighbourhood plan. 

This is a mechanism whereby we, as a village, will have more control over the impact of the 

new Local Plan and potential building in the village. This will allow us to plan for action, but 

we do not need to do anything else so far and we will keep the expense to a minimum for as 

long as we can.  
 

In April, I opened the show flat at the new Pavilion Court. This development on the Green has 

been noticed by many of you and overwhelmingly with a positive reaction. It is a good example 

of how, by working closely with the developers, we can get a building that improves the village. 

The other benefit is that Banner Homes made a donation of Ã500 to the Playground at Theydon.   

I would also like to recognise the immense achievement of our Village News team who have 

won the 2013 Community magazine award. We all appreciate the work that Tony and Jim put in 

to the magazine and add our congratulations for this deserved award. 
 

Finally, I would like to record our thanks to two of our employees. Sally Crone has served the 

Council over many years as assistant Clerk, Parish Clerk and finally Planning Clerk. Sally has 

decided that the time is right to step down from these roles to concentrate on her other work and 

all of the many other jobs she seems to get roped into around the village. We will miss her and 

the professionalism she brought to all the tasks she undertook. We also have to say goodbye to 

Sarah Barnes who has been our Minute Secretary and Assistant Clerk. Sarah is leaving to go 

into full time work in London. We want to thank her for all she has done in the 

time she has been with us. 
 

We are, therefore, looking for a replacement for Sarah, and will be advertising in 

the near future to fill the role within the Parish Council. If you are interested in 

working with us, please contact the Clerk in the Parish Office to indicate your 

interest. We will follow up with you when we advertise the position. It just 

remains to thank you for your support for what we do and we look forward to 

seeing you at one of our meetings in the near future. 

JOHN PHILIP    
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 Highways & Environment Report  

The problem with commuters parking on The Green and other roads in the Village is ongoing. 

We are expecting some change in Policy Direction from EFDC with regard to NEPP (North 

East Parking Partnership) later this month which should give our case a stronger basis. 

However we suffer from an almost complete lack of accountability within the Highways 

Department at Essex County Council as well as from the similarly styled NEPP Partnership. 

There is little rapport or continuity with officers in the ñremoteò call centre ñdesigned for our 

needsñ, nor any understanding for the immediacy of needs required to sustain a modern Parish. 
 

However, on a more positive 

note we have had the bell mouth 

to the Queen Victoria car park 

and sections of the crossroads re

-surfaced. In addition the Bus 

Shelter roof has been re-

furbished with Perspex put in 

the window openings to make 

the facility ñalmost draft freeò. 

Regarding other matters, the 

Tree Strategy Group has been 

busy with the new Landmark 

Trees project which aims to 

identify trees of some 

significance and in turn provide 

more protection for them in the 

future.  

ANTHONY PURKISS 

Resurfacing bell mouth  

Pressure cleaning at the cemetery  Bus shelter repair  
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The summer months are the perfect time to visit Kew Gardens. From Theydon there are several 

ways to get to Kew by Tube and Overground rail services but the most relaxing and picturesque 

route is by a Thames River Boat from Westminster pier. The trip takes approximately one and a 

half hours and times and prices can be found on the website www.wpsa.co.uk  

Our Captain gave us an interesting commentary as we passed by a number of iconic London 

buildings including: The Houses of Parliament; Lambeth Palace, the London residence of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury since the 13th century; the Tate Gallery, the famous art gallery estab-

lished by Sir William Tate the sugar millionaire; the Royal Hospital Chelsea, designed by Sir 

Christopher Wren and home to the Chelsea pensioners; Battersea Power Station, now being  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

restored and developed into luxury apartments. As the boat proceeds down river the water traffic 

thins out and more rowers and recreational sailors were seen as we passed Mortlake and Chis-

wick - the bridge at Chiswick is the finishing line for the university boat race.  
 

Once you arrive at Kew the first challenge for the day is 

to decide what you want to do. A good way to get an 

overall view of the site is to take the Kew Explorer Train 

for a 40 minute tour with commentary ï a day ticket ena-

bles you to hop on and off at various stops, or you can 

join one of the free guided tours which will focus on a 

theme depending on what current exhibitions are on ï the 

Kew Gardens Summer Festival 2014 is ñPlantasiaò which 

features the life-enhancing power of plants. 
 

Days Out From Theydon - Kew Gardens & Palace by River Boat  

http://www.wpsa.co.uk
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Days Out From Theydon - Kew Gardens & Palace by River Boat  

On our visit we decided to visit Kew Palace, a delightful 

17th century red brick building which was bought by the 

Royal family in the mid 18th  century and where King 

George III, his wife Queen Charlotte  and several of his 

daughters lived very modestly during family and constitu-

tional crises caused by the Kingôs apparent mental illness. 

As you make your way from room to room a recorded 

ñsound dramaò gives a very poignant feeling of the royal 

story. 
 

As a complete con-

trast we then went to 

the Rhizatron (an 

underground exhibit 

on tree roots and life 

underground) before taking the elevator up to the Treetop 

Walkway which gives a unique view of the Arboretum ï 

good fun for children! We could see the amazing Tem-

perate House from the Treetop Walkway but unfortunate-

ly it is currently closed for a major restoration but instead 

we just had time to visit the equally impressive Palm 

House, completed in 1848 to house the exotic plants 

brought home by Victorian explorers and botanists. If 

you want to know what it feels like in a tropical rainfor-

est this is your chance - it contains species from Africa, 

the Americas, Asia, Australasia and the Pacific many of 

which soar upwards to the iron and glass roof. 

There are so many attractions at Kew it is hard to list them ï as well as those we visited there are 

two art galleries, glasshouses for water lilies, orchids and alpines, gardens featuring roses, grass-

es, aquatic plants, azaleas, rare trees from throughout the world. There is a special play area for 

children and several places to eat and drink. We left exhausted and wishing we had the energy to 

explore further ï this is definitely a place to which you will want to return. Full information 

about Kewôs Opening Times and Admission prices are on their website: www.kew.org 

 

http://www.kew.org
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 News from County Hall  

The topography of Theydon Bois means most vehicles entering the village do so downhill. 

Vehicles can gather speed as they come into the residential area almost without the driver being 

aware (although that is no excuse).  
 

I took residentsô concerns about the speed of traffic approaching the zebra crossing, downhill 

over the viaduct, to the Local Highways Panel. Recently I  received the highways engineersô 

feasibility report. The speed survey shows the average speed of traffic on the downhill section of 

the viaduct entering the village is 33.3mph, above the speed limit of 30mph. 

 

The suggested options to slow traffic include changes to warning signs and road markings to 

make the start of the 30mph speed limit more obvious. Potentially the 30mph zone could also be 

moved so it starts before the beginning of the downhill section of the viaduct.  

The Local Highways Panel is due to take a decision on whether to implement these changes in 

July. I would welcome feedback from villagers. 
 

Other local matters put forward to the Local Highways Panel are measures to address pavement 

parking in Forest Drive and improvements to the access road for the allotments (at the request of 

the parish council). Unfortunately the panel doesnôt have power to implement yellow line 

parking restrictions or do pavement maintenance. 
 

Annual County Council meeting ï Essex County Council held its annual meeting on Tuesday 

13 May. Councillor David Finch from Braintree district continues as Leader of Essex County 

Council. The most controversial part of the meeting came when the majority Conservative group 

voted to increase the number of their members who receive Ã13,375 as ódeputiesô to the ten 

Cabinet members from nine to eleven. I didnôt think this was justified and voted against. 
 

The majority also defeated a motion to abandon the proposed cut in funding for school crossing 

patrols. This concerns me as one of our local schools (Epping Primary) has a school crossing 

patrol facing the axe and the sum of money involved is relatively modest. 
 

Tour de France ï Itôs now less than two months until the Tour de France caravan makes its 

way through Epping and along the Epping New Road on Monday 7 July. Since the last 

newsletter it has been agreed the route will close in our area at 9am rather than 8am, which will 

make a big difference to those who need to get to work via the M25 or A104. After 9am roads 

which lead directly to the route, such as Coppice Row between Piercing Hill and the Wakes 

Arms, will be access only. 
 

It should be a very exciting day but we also need to plan and prepare for the associated 

disruption. In particular I am seeking more information about how ñfly-

parkingò (people abandoning cars in inappropriate locations and then walking 

up to the route) will be dealt with. As ever please get in touch if there are any 

county council related issues you wish to raise. 

Councillor  Jon Whitehouse 

County member for Epping & Theydon Bois 

Telephone  01992 561875  

Email: jon@jonwhitehouse.org.uk  
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